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At this month's meeting on 15th Hay 
at 8.00pm our guest w i l l be : 

PATRICK T I L L E Y 

Patrick T i l l ey was born i n Southend, 
and worked as a graphic designer-
winning several awards- before 
he began wr i t ing in the mid-s ix t ies. 
He worked at f i r s t for ATV, then 
began to get f i lm s c r i p t s , including 
Oh, what a Lovely war, Wutherjng 
Heights and Only When I Larf. 

In 1970 he began wr i t i ng his own 
books, a l l of which are currently 
in pr in t ( Amtrack I - I I I , Mission 
and Fade Out), and in 1978 he moved 
to the North Wales h i l l farm where 
he s t i l l lives, claiming to be the 
only sheep farmer in Gwynedd with 
a word processorl 

This newsletter was produced by 
Tony Morton, 45, Grosvenor way, 
Quarry Bank, Briarley H i l l , West 
Midlands, DY5 2LJ. 
Deadline for next month's newsletter 
is 5th June. 



Last Month's Meeting 

Greg and Linda Pickersgill.. 

The enthusiasm of SF has been a positive action on SF itself explained Greg 
to open an interesting night. Fans are 'active' or 'passive' - the 'active' 
faction being the force of SF Fandom. 

Fandom itself began in the 1920's with the publication of letters in magazines, 
which progressed to cross referencing of letters leading to responses to 
letters. Finally the writers of said letters bypassed the magazines altogether 
and wrote to each other. 

By the mid-30's this resulted in the first SF Con (1937) and as such the 
'birth of Fandom as we know it'. 

The next step of the development was rather than writing separate letters to 
several people why not duplicate letters to everyone - in fact why not 
a number of letters?... and fanzines were born! 

SF was finally taken seriously after the War and book versions of short stories/ 
novellas were produced as wall as the now flourishing 'mag' of pre-war ideology. 

Cons were still going on, people were still getting together but why and 
for what point? Cons cater for the 2 types of interests of consumers and 
active fans; the latter keep interest going and because it offers possibilities-
a chance to use your imagination. 

The active fan does not often go to programmed events, we were told, because 
they've been before so know what to expect - this is a reason to get more 
people interested in the active side of Fandom; to present new faces and 
new ideas. It prevents stagnation - new minds give new ideas. This promotes 
the idea of Fandom as a 'subculture' where you go to cons not go to programmes 

but to meet people you've written to/heard of/ read books by/etc. 

Claims of 'elitism' within Fandom Greg dismissed as 'manifest nonsense' 
counterclaiming that in fact Fandom was a 'permeable wall' easy to get into 
if you had the knowledge. A hierarchy did exist but if your event/programme 
was good people would want to attend your function. 

Linda felt that the rewards of Fandom were strictly a 'pat on the back' in 
the form of verbal reward from your 'peers'. The best ways of getting known 
(for the shy attendees of cons) was by helping ie gophers/collation of fanzines/ 

Worldcons were, of course, a different thing - they are automatically big, 
having large constituencies of SF fans from numerous countries. Greg felt 
the big cons are not a good idea but smaller, well organised cons are better 
(ie Fifteencon). • 

On the media/TV front he stressed to explain the size of cons, you don't 
have to be a fan if you watch! However Dr. Who/Star Trek cons DON'T DO 
ANYTHING for SF fans - so why help them? 

If the committee target programmes to taste - certain specialist items are 
not catered for - you can organise and run a small con better. If no bar 
was available, for instance,nobody would go. 

Linda pointed out that Dr Who Star Trek fans don't necessarily READ SF -
only their particular genre - hence no interest, although an interest in 
books is a starting point and with the addition of wide programmes (ie 
Videos/Gaming) they draw a wider audience. 
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What do you get out of random? 

Greg - to have a 'good time', meet people with similar views but have something 
to argue about. 
Linda - Fandom i s a way o f l i f e ; a way i n which run our s o c i a l l i f e , spending 
a l l our t ime and money on Fandom. 
Greg - Hence s e t t i n g up o f TAFF i n the 50 's as no one could a f f o r d to go to 
Worldcon's - i t became a promotion o f contact between UK and USA.(Last year 
Greg went to A t l an ta as UK TAFF). I n the UK you meet i n the b a r , i n the US 
you walk about a l o t - I was the on ly one l o o k i n g f o r the ba r . 

wor ld Fantasy 

World Fantasy do not want fans - j u s t a u t h o r s , p r o f e s s i o n a l s and the l i k e . 
I t i s n ' t necessa r i l y fantasy fandom,but i n the UK f o r p r o f e s s i o n a l s on ly 
and as such very money o r i e n t e d . The d i f f e r e n c e i n SF i s t ha t amateurs 
are doing i t f o r the f a n s . Fantasycon i s done solely by Steve Jones - no b i d s , 
hence he .is the ' v o i c e o f B r i t a i n ' f o r f a n t a s y . I f these people ran SFcons 
we ( the fans) wou ldn ' t be a l lowed to go! Fantasycon i s r e l a t e d to what s e l l s 
thus p r e c i p i t a t i n g a commercial o r i e n t a t i o n . 

The o v e r a l l p o s i t i o n o f fanz ines i s to see what feedback i s ga ined from cons -
the interaction o f everyone's ideas and o p i n i o n s . 

L i v i n g i n a fan f a m i l y . 

This i s a way o f l i f e , o rgan i s i ng money from con to con . L i f e , i n f a c t , i s 
dominated by Fandom - the re are f a n z i n e s , magazines,etc everywhere - l i t e r a l l y 
EVERYWHERE - i n the house, (see f o r i ns tance MEXICON 2 - THE FANZINE a r t i c l e 
e n t i t l e d The Fan Family I n : Out o f Space by L i n d a ) . 
Greg d i d t r y to ' g i v e i t up ' f e e l i n g he ' d i d n ' t want to do i t anymore' -
so s topped. I n h i s words " I was bored out o f my mind" t h a t ' s the way i t goes 
f o l k s ! "There's no p o s s i b i l i t y o f conv inc ing anyone e lse of t h i s bu t t h i s 
i s the way i t i s " . Hmm, i f you say so Greg! 

W e l l , i f you were not the re you missed some i n t e r e s t i n g i n s i g h t s i n t o the 
wor ld o f fandom and ( as can be expected from Greg) some outspoken v iews. 
Thanks to Greg and Linda f o r t h e i r t ime and f o r g i v i n g such an e n t e r t a i n i n g 
t a l k . 
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THE 1987 SUMMER EVENT. 

Well, so far we have had a feeble response to our planned outing an June 
12th when we intend to lay on a coach and travel to Kinver for an evening 
of beer and skittles. 

Now the cost of the whole evening (beverages excluded, sorry!) is £5.00, 
this includes coach from Birmingham - almost certainly from outside Andromeda-
a meal; you can choose from :-

Chilli con Carne and Rice 
Cottage Pie, potatoes and Peas 
Beef Curry and Rice 
Roast Chicken,Chips and Peas 
Hungarian Goulash and Rice. 

and entrance to the Kinfayre skittle alley. Where else could you get an 
evening out for this price? And in such convivial company tool I 

The closing date is 5th June AT THE VERY LATEST. 

Either contact me at the Play meeting or send me the enclosed form (remember 
to indicate which meal you want). This is NOT confined to BSFG members 
only, so bring along friend, family, neighbour or anyone who may enjoy 
what promises to be a great night out. 

Carol Morton. 

Andromeda's Top Sellers for April. 
Paperbacks 
1. Dr. Who - Mind Robber ** 

2. Heart of the Comet 
by David Brin and Greg Benford. 

3. The Master 
by Louise Cooper. 

4. Space Skimmer 
by David Gerrold. 

5. Contact 
by Carl Sagan. 

6. The First Named 
by Jonathan Wylie. 

7. Time of the Twins 
by Weiss and Hickman. 

8. Light Fantastic 
by Terry Pratchett. 
9. The Complete Traveller in Black 
by John Brunner 

10= The Faded Sun Trilogy 
by C.J. Cherryh. 

10= The Colour of Magic 
by Terry Pratchett. 

Hardcovers 

1. Guardians of the West 
by David Eddings. 

2. Consider Phlebas 
by Iain Banks. 

3. Cosmic Puppets 
by Phillip K. Dick. 

4. The Journal of Nicholas 
the American 

by Leigh Kennedy. 
5. Eyes of the Dragon 

by Stephen King. 

** The Dr. Who book this 
month sold even better 
than normal because it 
is based on an episode 
that Patrick Troughton 
was in and the book was 
published very soon after 
he died. 
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THERE AND BACK AGAIN 50 YEARS ON Pau l ine Morgan. 

Once upon a time there was a h o b b i t . This was not an o rd i na ry hobb i t 

Tor, u n l i k e most of h i s f e l l o w s , he d i d not l i v e i n a hobb i t hole. His 

home was a bookshop i n Ox fo rd . Now, as you know w e l l , hobb i t s a re very fond 

o f b i r t h d a y p a r t i e s and our f r i e n d was no e x c e p t i o n . His t h i r t y - f i r s t b i r t hday 

had passed unremarked and i t was a long t ime u n t i l h i s e l e v e n t y — f i r s t but 

t h i s year he was f i f t y . Undaunted he decided to have a p a r t y . 

The f i r s t problem was where to ho ld i t . He d i d n ' t have a garden and outs ide 

was a busy r oad , besides wh ich , who wanted to be ou t s i de on a c o l d March 

evening? So he had a word w i t h h i s l a n d l o r d . A f t e r a b i t o f pe r suas i on , 

Mr B lackwe l l sa id yes , he cou ld have the pa r t y i n the shop as long as no-body 

s p i l t beer on the books. Our h o b b i t promised and reso lved to serve only 

wine and orange j u i c e . 

Next he wondered who to i n v i t e . A f t e r a l l , everybody would want to come 

to h i s p a r t y . As you know, hobb i t p a r t i e s are very popular and everyone 

wants to be seen a t one. This hobb i t t h e r e f o r e consu l ted h i s o l d f r i e n d 

and p u b l i s h e r , Raynor Unwin. (Raynor ,a t the age o f t e n , was the one who had 

recommended p u b l i c a t i o n o f The H o b b i t . ) 

"Who do you want to i n v i t e ? " Raynor asked. 

"Hobb i t s , o f c o u r s e " . 

" D i f f i c u l t , " sa id Raynor. "You are the on ly one . Un ique" . 

"Oh. Nevermind. There must be p len t y o f h o b b i t - f r i e n d s " . 

" M i l l i o n s , " Raynor s a i d . 

"You'd b e t t e r advise me," sa id ths h o b b i t . 

So the i n v i t a t i o n s went out and a c r o s s - s e c t i o n o f h o b b i t - f r i e n d s descended 

on B l a c k w e l l ' s Bookshop i n Oxford on 12th March. Among them were Oxford 

p e r s o n a l i t i e s , l i k e Br ian A ld i s s and A .N .Wi l son . Other r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from 

the Unwin-Hyman Pub l i sh ing Group made the t r e k from London, a long w i t h SF 

and fantasy a u t h o r s , i n c l u d i n g Lisa T u t t l e , I a i n Banks and M. John H a r r i s o n . 

There were people who had known To lk ien and members o f the p r e s s . A pa i r o f 

p o t e n t i a l hobb i t l a n d l o r d s came i n the shape o f Dave Holmes and Rog Peyton o f 

Andromeda. To l ke in soc ie t y members mingled w i t h the BFS committee and to rev iew 

the whole scene were the morgans from the s h i r e . 

As i n any good p a r t y , the food and d r ink s l i p p e d down q u i c k l y , and i n 

place o f the h o b b i t , who was r e a l l y r a t h e r shy, Raynor Unwin gave a short speech 

Even tua l l y the l i g h t s were dimmed and as guests began to d isappear i n t o 

the co ld n i gh t many to the pub next door the hobb i t f e l t very s a t i s f i e d 

w i th h i s 50th B i r thday par ty and i s even now p repa r ing fo r the n e x t , i n 2037. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

GUARDIANS OF THE WEST - VOLUME ONE OF THE MALLOREON, by David Eddings, 

Bantam Press, £9.95 (Hardcover), 429 pages, reviewed by Carol Morton. 

This novel takes up where ENCHANTER'S END GAME left off, with Garion married 
to Ce'Nedra and Polgara taking Durnik as her husband and everything in the 
world seems at peace - so it looks. All is of course not well and there is 
another evil force in the land - more about that later. 

The novel begins with Polgara, Durnik and Errand returning to the Vale 
of Aldur to set up home in Poldera's cottage, which after seven thousand 
—odd years of neglect is in a bit of a mess. -There are some amusing passages 
here with Polgara and Ournik attempting to settle down in marital harmony 
aided and abetted by Belgarath. 

Errand, whilst in the vale has a visitor called Cyradis who is a Seer 
of Kell (?), one of a seemingly powerful group of people who have the 
ability to prophesy the future and to transport their conscious selves in their 
shadows (as did Asharak the Grolim). 

Now someone, it seems, is trying to keep Garion and Ce'Nedra apart 
but after intervention by Polgara once again things get back to normal -
until, that is, the Orb of Aldur turns red and says "Beware Zandramas", 
so naming the new force of evil. 

The majority of the remainder of the novel, is taken up with Ce'Nedra's 
inability to give Garion an heir but of course Polgara has the answer to 
that problem too and eventually Ce'Nedra has a son; that is until he gets 
kidnapped by Zandramas. So Garion must once again set off on a quest -
this time in search of his baby son. 

I must admit that I was prepared to greet the appearance of this novel 
with unreserved pleasure, but the more I read the more puzzled I became. 
The Seers of Kell do seem to be an extremely powerful group of people, 
but as far as I could tell they were not mentioned in the Belgariad - if 
they were it was only in passing and such a group SURELY should have been 
deeply involved in Garion's first adventure. I can only think that they 
were dreamed up to get the new story going. I must say that this is my 
only quibble, and that aside the novel has all of the old ingredients that 
made up the excellent BELGARIAD, and looks set to become as much of a 
success. If you enjoyed Eddings' earlier work I urge you to read this it's 
just as good. 
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NIGHT WARRIORS by Graham Mas te r ton , Sphere, £2 .95 , 410 pages, reviewed by 
Chr is Ch i ve rs . 

Graham mas te r ton ' s NIGHT WARRIORS i s a h o r r o r s t o r y t h a t does not f a l l i n t o 
the usual b lood and gore t h a t so many books o f the genre seem to t h r i v e o n . 
The Night Warr io rs are a band o f i n d i v i d u a l s t h a t are resu r rec ted to combat 
u l t i m a t e e v i l when i t rea rs i t s ug ly head i n t o the w o r l d . The charac te rs 
concerned do not know t h a t they are the Night W a r r i o r s , due to the legacy 
being handed down from t h e i r ancestors i n t h e i r genes. 

The book i s an i n t e r e s t i n g s t o r y o f how the p r i n c i p l e charac te rs are drawn 
i n t o the b a t t l e w i t h the D e v i l , and how they come to terms w i t h t h e i r gene t i c 
h e r i t a g e . The lack o f b lood and guts makes a p leasant change and does not 
d e t r a c t from the s t rong story— l i n e . 

I n the 410 pages o f t h i s t a l e Graham Master ton has brought a c e r t a i n exce l lence 
to what cou ld have been j u s t another ' b l o o d y ' ho r ro r s t o r y . 

THE WASTER by Louise Cooper, Unwin /Unicorn , £ 2 . 9 5 , 349 pages, reviewed by 
Carol M o r t o n . 

This i s the eager ly awai ted f i n a l chapter i n THE TIME MASTER TRILOGY and 
deals w i t h the f a t e o f Cy l lan and the d iscovery of Tarod 's t r ue nature and 
i d e n t i t y . At the end o f book 2 THE OUTCAST we had Tarod and C y l l a n both 
managing to escape from the Cast le o f the Star Peninsula by be ing swept 
away by Chaos warp s to rms . Cy l lan has Tarod 's sou l stone i n her possession 
and the g rea te r p a r t o f the n o v e l ' s l eng th deals w i t h the two l ov e r s t r y i n g 
to meet up w i t h each o the r w i t h the i n t e n t i o n , on Tarod 's p a r t , o f t a k i n g 
the sou l stone to the A l t a r o f Aeor is and begging him to keep i t as a means 
o f combating Yandros' power. However f a t e , i n the form o f K e r i d i l , s t r i k e s 
a savage blow by i n f o r m i n g the land o f Cy l lan and Tarod 's escape, g i v i n g 
a v i v i d d e s c r i p t i o n o f them and s t a t i n g t h a t they are both c rea tu res o f 
chaos. So, the hunt i s o n . 
This i s a w e l l - c r a f t e d nove l w i t h master ly c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n and p l o t , a 
f i t t i n g f i n a l e t o an impress ive t r i l o g y , one which I can only recommend t h a t 
you read and e n j o y . 

THE FINNBRANCH a t r i l o g y YEARWOOD, UNDERSEA & WINTERKING by Paul Haze l , 
Sphere, £4 .95 , 591 pages, reviewed by Bethan Davies. 

The f i r s t two books o f t h i s t r i l o g y have a my tho log i ca l base, w i t h C e l t i c 
and Norse ove r t ones ; not a very o r i g i n a l i d e a . The books r a p i d l y d i s i n t e g r a t e 
i n t o a w e l t e r o f obscure events and re ferences ( I had to read the pro logue 
to UNDERSEA be fo re g a i n i n g any understanding o f events i n YEARWOOD ' . ) . The 
t h i r d book o f t h i s t r i l o g y has l i t t l e to do w i t h the prev ious two books -
the on ly s i m i l a r i t y i s i t s s t rangeness . I t concerns a servant whom you 
meet i n the l a s t h a l f o f the second book, he then becomes the t y p i c a l 
' i m m o r t a l - m a n - t r a v e l l i n g - t h r o u g h - a g e s ' which b r ings events to the t w e n t i e t h 
c e n t u r y . No doubt somebody , a t l e a s t t h e i r au thor , can understand them, 
bu t not be ing one o f the chosen few, I f i n d them u n i n t e l l i g i b l e and unreadab le . 

VICTIM PRIME by Robert Sheckley, Methuen, £9.95 (ha rdcove r ) , 205 pages, 
reviewed by Tony Mor ton . 

Set i n a f u t u r e where the wor lds ecology l i e s i n r u i n s , w i t h drought and 
famine commonplace, a sma l l town i n the US sends Haro ld Erdman to Esmeralda 
( a smal l Caribbean i s l a n d ) to take pa r t i n the Hunt enab l ing f inance f o r 
t h e i r s u r v i v a l . Th is i s Haro ld Erdman's s t o r y ; how he reaches Esmeralda 
and h i s f o r t unes i n the l e g a l i s e d wor ld o f Hunt ing ( run by the Huntwor ld 
C o r p o r a t i o n ) . 
A bleak ou t look f o r the w o r l d , t h i s novel po r t r ays a poss ib le f u t u r e a f t e r 
a f u t i l e nuc lear exchange (NOT between US and Russia e i t h e r ) when the 
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people s e t t l e f o r a q u i e t e r l i f e , j u s t ' r e s t easy and stay i n your p l a c e s ' . 
However, t h i s 'peace' leaves the young men of prime age w i th no wars to 
f i g h t , l ead ing even tua l l y to the Hunt and i t s ' p a y o f f . N i c e to see a new 
novel from Sheckley , t h i s i s f u l l o f ideas and w e l l worth a r e a d . 

ISAAC ASIMOV'S CHOICE - 14 TOP SF STORIES Ed. Isaac Asimov, Robert Hale, 
£10.95, reviewed by Donald Thompson. 

This i s an odd book: I t has no u n i f y i n g theme o r s t r u c t u r e , the s t o r i e s 
are a l l r e p r i n t s da t ing from the l a t e 70 's to e a r l y 8O ' s , and are w i t h few 
except ions n e i t h e r examples o f the Au thors ' best work or particularly memorable. 
The except ions i nc lude Ze lazny 's s t o r y of the f i n a l confrontation between 
Lancelot and M e r l i n , Brunner ' s "Longshot" and Asimov's "How i t W a s " . The 
r e s t ( p a r t i c u l a r l y Asimov's "The Miss ing I t e m " , a sc ience a r t i c l e masquerading 
as a bad SF s t o r y ) are on ly serviceable a t b e s t . I n the case o f Poul Anderson's 
"Capt ive o f the Cen tu r ianess" , the r a t i o n a l e i s p a r t i c u l a r l y q u e s t i o n a b l e ; 
o r i g i n a l l y w r i t t e n i n 1951 and r e w r i t t e n i n 1978 the p l o t (Amazonian a l i e n 
o f the ' b e a u t i f u l but dumb' t y p e , b r i l l i a n t but obnoxious a l i e n and semi-
c r i m i n a l vs neo-fascist Jov ians ) has not been improved by what ever has been 
done to i t . 
Overa l l t h i s i s not an e s p e c i a l l y good i n t r o d u c t i o n to the p o t e n t i a l i t i e s 
o f Science f i c t i o n nor are the re enough s t o r i e s wor th the purchase p r i c e . 
I f i t s paperback i s less than £3 .00 , i t might be wor th p u t t i n g down on 
your 'm igh t buy' l i s t , o therw ise wa i t f o r i t to be remaindered o r t r y and 
o b t a i n i t from you l o c a l library. For a b e t t e r i n t r o d u c t i o n to SF Br ian 
A l d i s s ' books i n Penguin ( ' E v i l E a r t h s ' . , ' P e r i l o u s P l a n e t s ' , and ' E v i l E a r t h s ' ) 
a l though da t i ng back to the ear ly 70 's are s t i l l b e t t e r v a l u e . 

BRIDGE OF BIRDS by Barry Hughar t , Century , £8.95 (ha rdcover ) 243 pages, 
reviewed by Carol Mor ton . 

A t a l e of Ancient China, o s t e n s i b l y the quest by Number Ten Ox and L i Kao 
to f i n d the Ginseng Great Root Of Power and so save the l i v e s o f the c h i l d r e n 
between 8 and 13 from the v i l l a g e o f Ku-Fu who l i e po isoned . But the re i s 
a much deeper meaning behind t h e i r quest ; i t i s to r e - u n i t e the Star Shepherd 
w i t h h i s beloved the Pr incess o f B i r d s . 
This i s a s t o r y t ha t can on ly be descr ibed as enchan t i ng , almost a f a i r y t a l e . 
I t thorough ly deserved the World Fantasy Award f o r Best Novel ( j o i n t ) i n 
1985 and I h i gh l y recommend i t to you . 

DOWN TOWN by Viido P o l i k a r p u s & Tappan King, Fu tura £ 2 . 9 5 , 290pp 
Reviewed by Chr is Morgan. 

I t annoys me i n t e n s e l y t o f ind a c h i l d r e n ' s n o v e l packaged and 
pub l i shed as i f i t were a novel for a d u l t s . Down Town i s j u s t such 
a book, and I w o u l d n ' t have bo thered t o f i n i s h i t i f I h a d n ' t been 
reviewing i t . Shame on you, Fu tu r a , for p u b l i s h i n g i t i n such a 
mis l ead ing form! 

As a c h i l d r e n ' s book, Down Town i s a c t u a l l y q u i t e good; i t ' s an 
A l i ce in Wonderland i m i t a t i o n , though w i t h o u t Lewis C a r r o l l ' s 
gen ius for o r i g i n a l z a n i n e s s . Cary i s a t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d boy in 
contemporary New York who f inds h imsel f by a c c i d e n t i n Down Town, 
a s u b t e r r a n e a n v e r s i o n of NY f u l l of peop le and t h i n g s t h a t t h e r e a l 
world "no longer has any use f o r " . T h e r e ' s an inane chase (which 
should s u i t c h i l d r e n ) a s Cary and h i s Down Town mentor , A l l i e , a r e 
pursued throughout t h e book by b a d d i e s . T h e r e ' s a l s o a c o n t r i v e d 
c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t q u e s t p l o t i nvo lv ing C a r y ' s e s t r a n g e d p a r e n t s . Many 
of the i n g r e d i e n t s a r e q u i t e c l e v e r , though t h e b e s t of t he se w i l l 
be l o s t on t h e c h i l d r e a d e r . 

The book has been i l l u s t r a t e d by i t s j o i n t a u t h o r , Viido 
P o l i k a r p u s , but a l l t h e d e t a i l s have been reduced t o i n v i s i b i l i t y , 
and the moodiness of most of the p i c t u r e s w i l l p r o b a b l y be l o s t on 
c h i l d r e n anyway. Unless you enjoy c h i l d r e n ' s f a n t a s y nove l s w i t h 
s t u p i d p l o t s you 'd b e t t e r avoid t h i s one. 
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SUN'S END by Richard Lupoff, Grafton Books, £2.95, 348 pages. 
Reviewed by Dave Hardy. 

The first page or so of this book gives the impression that here we 
have a hard-science story. To some extent, we have: there is lots 
of astronomical and other scientific detail. But it soon becomes 
obvious that we do not have another Clarke, Bova or Benford! 
Richard Lupoff (who graduated in Arts) should really have had his 
text checked by a physicist or such. His writing is of a higher 
order than that of Hubbard — yet at times 1 was reminded of it. 

The hero is a sort of cross between Buck Rogers and the 6 Million 
Dollar Man. After an accident in space he is revived 80 years in 
his future to find that he is now a cyborg. The Earth (or earth) is 
warming up due to an increase in solar radiation; a new planet is 
discovered, much larger than Jupiter and hot, but twice as far from 
the Sun (or sun) and at a right angle to the ecliptic (or elliptic, 
as the author has it). Despite its size, we cannot yet detect 
it... Life is discovered on Mercury, then on Titan: is it connected 
with the new planet? Hero needs no spacesuit and will travel. 

Lupoff attempts a Clarkeian tour de -force type ending, but 
succeeds only in writing a few pages of pretentious, pseudo-
metaphysical mumbo—jumbo, which resolve nothing. 

Some of his howlers made me laugh, though — especially the" sub-
satellite of Charon which has a high libido. A moon with sex-drive? 
(He means "albedo', meaning reflectivity or brightness, of course.) 

THE FORGE IN THE FOREST, by Michae l Scott Rohan, Macdona ld , £10.95 (hardcover ) 
407 pages, reviewed by Tony M o r t o n . 

This i s the second volume o f THE MINTED OF THE WORLD saga f o l l o w i n g on from 
THE ANVIL OF ICE. I n t h i s novel the hero , E l o f , a long w i t h h i s comrades 
from volume one, undertake a quest to u n i t e the sundered t r i b e s or Morvan 
and s top the Ekwesh from tak i ng revenge a f t e r their defeat i n THE ANVIL OF 
ICE. 

The s to ry i s o f t h e i r ep ic journey across what i s now the Un i ted States 
o f America before the l a s t Ice Age and i s f u l l o f adventures a long the 
way, most no tab ly i n the Great Forest a t Lys Arva len and on f i n a l l y reaching 
the oppos i te c o a s t . What they f i n d and d e t a i l s o f the quest I leave to 
you to read f o r yourse lves i n what I round to be an e n t e r t a i n i n g s t o r y . 
Not as adventurous as THE ANVIL OF ICE, but a midd le volume o f a t r i l o g y 
i s always hardest to car ry o f f and Rohan has done so adm i rab l y . Recommended 
r e a d i n g . 

THE FORGE IN THE FOREST by Michael Scott Rohan, MacDoriald, £10 .95 , 407 pages, 
reviewed by Paul ine Morgan. 

This book s u f f e r s from being the second volume i n a fantasy t r i l o g y . I t 
doesn ' t have the impetus t h a t i s present i n the f i r s t , THE ANVIL OF ICE 
and i t f ee l s l i k e the b r idge between two worthy landmarks. I n t h i s , E l o f 
and h i s three companions, lead an exped i t i on to cross the complete con t inen t 
o f North America du r ing the l a s t Ice Age. I t i s v i r t u a l l y imposs ib le to 
convey the monotony o f such a j o u r n e y , a d is tance o f near ly 3,000 m i l e s , 
nor i s i t f e a s i b l e f o r problems to a r i s e a t every s tep the p a r t y would 
never a r r i v e . 
There i s a lso a problem w i t h the f low of the r i v e r system t h a t so conven ien t l y 
c a r r i e s the t r a v e l l e r s i n t o the hear t of the f o r e s t cover ing most o f the 
c o n t i n e n t . Fed by mel twater from the i ce cap i t branches s e v e r a l t imes 
before reaching the sea and t h i s p a r t i c u l a r o u t f l o w ends i n a f resh-wate r 
lake ( w i t h no v i s i b l e e x i t s ) near the foo t o f the mounta ins . F rank ly , 
I don't believe it. 
This is not to denigrate Rohan's skill as a writer for he has considerable 
talent. The problem is more in what he has tried to do in this volume. There 
are some fine passages at the beginning and end, and at intervals between, 
but insufficient to give the volume the same impact as the first. 



MEMBERS' FORUM 
Tony Morton, Newsletter Editor 

Copy to Dave Hardy 10th April 1987 

Dear Tony, 
I'm writing to complain about Tina Hewett's 

review of Second Nature by Cherry Wilder in the April Newsletter. 

While Tina Hewett displays a lack of -
perseverance in not finishing the book, you have displayed 

a lack of judgment in publishing her review . It is a golden rule 
of reviewing that a reviewer must always read the book in question 
from cover to cover. This is the duty that a would-be reviewer 
accepts along with the book, and anybody who thinks that the review 
doesn't matter and that book reviewing is just an easy way of 
getting free books is unsuitable for the job. If a would-be 
reviewer does find it impossible to finish a book (for whatever 
reason) then that book should be returned to the editor so that 
another reviewer can be found for it. 

I feel that you, as editor, should not have used Tina 
Hewett's review because it reflects badly on the BSFG, -

that should not be associated with the group. 
Don't forget that the BSFG Newsletter is the visible tip of our own 
particular iceberg, the only aspect of the BSFG to be on public 
display to publishers. It would be a shame if publishers were to 
stop sending review copies to the group. In fact, it's up to you to 
ensure that the standard of reviewing is maintained or raised (by 
returning unsatisfactory reviews for rewriting; by refusing review 
copies to incompetents) in order to ensure that the publishers 
regard our reviews as a useful barometer of public opinion. 

I hope that you will be able to retrieve the copy of 
Second Nature and arrange to have it reviewed by one of the several 
competent reviewers that we have in the BSFG (and I hope that 
details of the publisher, price and number of pages will then be 
included). 

Just in case you might think that the book itself is at 
fault, let me refer you to the two-page review of it. in Foundation 38, 
just published, in which Colin Greenland says, "Second Nature is a 
book of lavish and intricate invention." And he calls the prologue 
"a beautiful and perfectly designed set piece." 

Please understand that this letter is not intended as 
unnecessary criticism but is written with the best interests of the 
BSFG at heart. I hope you will find room for it in the May issue. 

Chris Morgan, 

Birmingham 

Yours sincerely, 



MEMBERS' FORUM E d i t o r ' s Response. 

F i r s t l y , I must say t ha t the compla in t i n t h i s month 's Forum was ed i ted 
as I saw f i t . 

On to the actual complaint -
- While I agree that the reviewer must always read the book as a 'duty', 
I did waive the 'golden rule' in this instance because I have found Tina 
Hewett to be an unbiased reviewer in the past, and while surprised with 
the review of Second Nature considered it worthy of inclusion in the Newsletter 
on this basis. 
- The opinion of a reviewer is just that - THEIR opinion rather than the 
opinion of the BSFG and as such does not reflect on the group. I fail to see 
a time when Publishers, on getting unsympathetic reviews, refuse to send 
out review copies. Do you consider all reviews must be favourable to keep 
receiving review copies? Or as I feel that adverse criticism if an honest 
opinion will be accepted. 

- Lastly, the review in Foundation was that reviewer's opinion; if Colin 
Greenland is allowed his views why is Tina Hewett not allowed hers? 

- T H A T S ALL FOR NOW 
BE B A C K - SAME T I M E 
SAME LETTERB0X - N E X T 

M O N T H ' 

Thankyous this month go to: 

Pauline Morgan for her Hobbit article. 

Chris Chivers, Bethan Davies, Carol Morton, Pauline Morgan, Chris Morgan, 
Donald Thompson and Dave Hardy for their reviews . 

Dave Holmes. 

Tim Stannard for letting us use his photocopier to print this. 
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30 October - 1 November 1987 

The ROYAL ANGUS HOTEL, Birmingham 

The Annual Convention of the Birmingham Science Fiction Group 

G U E S T O F H O N O U R I A I N B A N K S 

A SCENE FROM "WALKING ON GLASS" 

I M P O R T A N T N O T I C E 

MEMBERSHIPS HILL BE LIMITED TO 350 

JOIN EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

OOOOO 12-

For regis t ra t ion contact; 

M i c k Evans 

7, Grove Avenue, 

Acocks Green, Birmingham 

B27 7UY 


